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CLAIMS 

1 . A building element connection and spacing device including a member o f 
substantially inextensible material, a connector located at at least one 
longitudinal position on said member for providing a connection between 
building elements, and at least one index at a longitudinal position on said 
member corresponding to an element spacing distance. 

2. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 1 
wherein said index is a second or further connector location. 



3. 



A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 2 
wherein said member is a strip and a connector is attached to the strip at a first 
longitudinal position and at at least one further longitudinal position, the 
spacing between the connectors corresponding to the element spacing distance. 

A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 2 
wherein said member is a strip and said connector is attached to the strip, and 
wherein, adjacent an end remote from the attached connector said strip is 
structured to provide for the location of the connector of a similar, 
subsequently located device such that the successive connectors so located are 
spaced by the element spacing distance. 

A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 1 
wherein said aplurality of said connectors provide a substantially orthogonal 
connection between a first building element and a series of spaced-apart 
second building elements connected to said first building element. 

A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 5 
wherein said first building element is top frame member of a wall frame and 
said second building elements are roof trusses. 
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7. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 6 
wherein said element spacing distance is the spacing between successive roof 
trusses to be attached by means of the connectors to said wall top frame 
member. 

8. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 5 
wherein said first building element is horizontal wall frame member and said 
second building elements are vertical wall frame members. 

9. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 5 
wherein said first and second building elements are mutually perpendicular 
horizontal floor support members. 

10. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 5 
wherein said first building element is a horizontal building frame member and 
said series of spaced-apart second building elements are horizontal bottom 
members of a generally vertical building sub-structure. 

11. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 10 
wherein each connector includes connection flanges adapted to bear against a 
side and a top surface of said first building element and an upright flange 
adapted to bear against and locate a said second building element. 

12. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 1 1 
wherein said flanges have apertures for fasteners for securing said building 
elements to said connector to provide a structural connection between said 
building elements. 

13. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 1 1 
wherein said connectors include flanges adapted to bear against opposed sides 
of said first building element. 



WO 2005/040516 



PCT/AU2004/001308 



12 

14. A building element connection and spacing device according to claim 1 3 
wherein said connectors are substantially symmetrical about a longiradinal 
axis of said device. 

15. A method of erecting a building frame including a first building element o f a 
building frame and a series of spaced-apart second building elements 
connected to said first building element, including the steps of: 

erecting a building frame portion including said first building element; 

attaching to said first building element at least one building element 
connection and spacing device including a member of substantially inextensible 
material, a connector located at at least one longitudinal position on said member for 
providing a connection between first building element and a said second building 
element, and at least one index at a longitudinal position on said member 
corresponding to a second building element spacing distance; 

attaching said second building element to said connector at said one 
longitudinal position; 

locating a further similar connector at said index position; 

attaching said further connector to said first building element; and 

attaching a further second building element to said further connector. 

16. A method according to claim 1 5 wherein said first building element is top 
frame member of a wall frame and said second building elements are roof 



A method according to claim 15 wherein said element spacing distance is the 
spacing between successive roof trusses to be attached by means of the 
connectors to said wall top frame member. 

A method according to claim 15 wherein said first building element is 
horizontal wall frame member and said second building elements are vertical 
wall frame members. 
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19. A method according to claim 15 wherein said first and second building 
elements are mutually perpendicular horizontal floor support members. 

20. A building frame including a first building element of a building frame and a 
series of spaced-apart second building elements connected to said first building 
element, erected by the method of claim 15. 

21. A building frame including a first building element of a building frame and a 
series of spaced-apart second building elements connected to said first building 
element, wherein said first and second building elements are connected by said 
connection and spacing devices. 

22. A building element connection and spacing device including a member of 
substantially inextensible material, a connector attachment location at at least 
one longitudinal position on said member, a connector adapted for attachment 
at said connector attachment location for providing a connection between 
building elements, and at least one index at a longitudinal position on said 
member corresponding to an element spacing distance. 



